
 
 

 
The following are minutes of the Bettendorf Planning and Zoning Commission and are a synopsis of the 
discussion that took place at this meeting and as such may not include the entirety of each statement 
made.  The minutes of each meeting do not become official until approved at the next meeting. 
 

 
MINUTES 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
JULY 17, 2013 

5:30 P.M. 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting of July 17, 2013, was called to order by 
Wennlund at 5:30 p.m. at the City Hall Council Chambers, 1609 State Street. 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bennett, Bert, Kappeler, Peters, Rafferty, Stoltenberg, 

Wennlund 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Greg Beck, City Planner; Bill Connors, Community 

Development Director; John Soenksen, City Planner; Lisa 
Fuhrman, Community Development Secretary; Kristine Stone, 
City Attorney; Steve Knorrek, Fire Captain 

 
2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of June 19, 2013. 
 

On motion by Bennett, seconded by Stoltenberg, that the minutes of the 
meeting of June 19, 2013 be approved as submitted. 
 

ALL AYES 
 

Motion carried. 
 
3.  Review of Commission procedures. 
 
Final Plat 
 
4. Case 13-039; Crowne Pointe Towne Homes Third Addition, submitted by 
 Heartland Builders of the Quad Cities, Inc. 
 
Beck reviewed the staff report.  
 

On motion by Kappeler, seconded by Rafferty, that the final plat of 
Crowne Pointe Towne Homes Third Addition be recommended for 
approval subject to staff recommendations. 
 

ALL AYES 
 

Motion carried. 
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Other 
 
5. Case 13-034; Transportation Plan. 
 
Bennett stated that she would abstain from discussion and voting on Case 13-034. 
 
Connors explained that the Transportation Plan has not been revised since 1988.  He 
added that after the proposed update is approved it will become included in the 
Comprehensive Plan which will be revised in the near future. 
 
Brian Willham, Shive-Hattery, Inc., explained that the update of the Transportation Plan 
has been ongoing for approximately 3 years.  He indicated that the process was delayed 
because a decision was made to update the Trails/Corridors Plan first and some 
difficulties in getting baseline data from Bi-State Regional Commission.   
 
Willham indicated that the plan is intended to aid the city in addressing proposed 
development goals in part by identifying missing street links and suggesting proposed 
street projects to improve connectivity and increase capacity.  He reviewed the 
proposed plan details which include a strategy and recommendations with regard to 
streets and highways, river crossings, rail, transit, air, waterway, sidewalks, and trails and 
bicycle lanes.   
 
Wennlund asked for clarification regarding what appears to be a proposed connection 
to the Illinois Quad Cities.  Willham explained that at such time as it would become 
necessary because of increased traffic volume, a river crossing could be made from a 
future Tanglefoot Lane extension. 
 
Rafferty asked if the data obtained from Bi-State Regional Commission is current.  
Willham explained that it is approximately 2 years old, adding that development trends 
could change.  He indicated that at that time the plan could be modified to reflect those 
changes.   
 
Rafferty asked if there is a timetable for implementation of the plan.  Connors explained 
that implementation decisions are generally in the purview of the City Council, adding 
that plans are already underway for the extension of Hopewell Avenue and Forest 
Grove Drive.  He indicated that if development begins to occur at the I-74 interchange 
at Middle Road, the plan would likely be revised to reflect that increased traffic.  Willham 
suggested that the city request that Bi-State Regional Commission update the traffic 
counts every few years. 
 
Wennlund asked if higher fuel prices have driven the increase in transit ridership.  
Willham indicated that fuel prices have an effect, adding that younger people are 
oftentimes choosing not to get a driver's license when they are eligible.  Peters asked if 
the transit numbers include The Loop bus system.  Willham stated that he believes that 
that is the case.   
 
Wennlund asked if there is any information available regarding conflicts between 
motorists and bicyclists using the on-street bicycle lanes and or if there is simply a 
learning curve.  Willham explained that whether providing on-street bike lanes is 
recommended depends upon the number lanes on the street.  He added that if a street 
is one lane each way with a turn lane or median in the center, on-street bicycle lanes 
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along with a separated trail makes sense.  He indicated that there are newer street 
designs available to ameliorate some of the difficulties caused by vehicle and bicycle 
crossover traffic conflicts.  Willham stated that on five-lane streets, on-street bike lanes 
are not recommended. 
 
Kappeler asked for clarification of the decision-making process in Bettendorf with regard 
to whether on-street bike lanes and/or separated trails are used.  Willham explained that 
factors such as what types of connections are needed, traffic volume, and traffic speed 
are considered.  He added that the city has identified Tanglefoot Lane as a street that 
should be multi-modal.  Bert indicated that he has been asked by residents why there 
are on-street bike lanes and a separated trail along Tanglefoot Lane if experienced 
cyclists are more likely to use a regular traffic lane.  He added that some residents 
consider it to be excessive.  Connors explained that at such time in the future as average 
daily traffic counts warrant, Tanglefoot Lane would be re-striped so that there are two 
vehicular travel lanes in each direction and the separated trail would still be available.  
He indicated that he does not believe that there ever will be a time in Bettendorf when 
there are on-street bike lanes but no separated trail for bicyclists. 
 

On motion by Kappeler, seconded by Stoltenberg, that the revised 
Transportation Plan be recommended for approval subject to staff 
recommendations. 
 

ROLL CALL ON MOTION 
 

 AYE:   Bert, Kappeler, Peters, Rafferty, Stoltenberg,  
    Wennlund 
 NAY:   None 
 ABSTAIN: Bennett 
 

Motion carried. 
 
6. Commission Update. 
 
Connors stated that subsequent to the June 19 P & Z meeting, the first reading of the 
ordinance rezoning Outlot A of Tanglewood Terrace was held, the final plats of Haley 
Heights Second Addition and Wartburg-Zion Second Addition were approved, the site 
development plan for 909 Middle Road was approved, and the final Trails/Corridors 
Plan for the city was adopted.  He added that the final plat of Century Heights 
Twentieth Addition has not yet been presented to City Council as discussions are still 
taking place with regard to the additional access points required. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 6:10 p.m. 
 
These minutes approved         
 
          
   Gregory W. Beck, City Planner 
 
 


